THE  REVOLUTION
the queen, who was secretly egging on their adversaries. A young,
ardent, and inexperienced group (afterwards nicknamed the
Girondists) took shape in it and at times carried the Assembly
away by its vehement speeches.
The Legislative Assembly came into conflict with Louis XVI
over two measures directed against the two classes of opponents
of the Revolution: the Emigres and the refractory priests. The
tmigres, who had taken refuge in the territory of the German
princes on the eastern frontiers, were collecting troops there; they
had obtained a declaration from the sovereigns of Austria and
Prussia which was interpreted in France as a threat of intervention
with a veiw to re-establishing the ancien regime. The refractory
priests who had remained in France were stirring up believers
against the constitutional priests appointed to take their place,
whom they called intrus (intruders), and some of them took part
in armed risings. The Assembly ordered the imigfis to return to
France under pain of death and confiscation of their property,
and passed a measure for the deportation of the refractory priests.
The King refused this his sanction.
The King's enemies in the Assembly and among the people of
Paris suspected Louis XVI and, above all, his wife, Marie-Antoin-
ette, an Austrian princess, of concerting plans with foreign
sovereigns for restoring the absolute monarchy. They pressed for
war with Austria in order to force the court to throw off the mask.
Louis XVI and his ministers accepted the war as a means of
strengthening the power of the king. The war upset both the home
and the foreign policy of France. The Constituent Assembly had
solemnly proclaimed a policy of peace. The army still consisted of
professional soldiers recruited on the voluntary system; it was only
beginning to be strengthened by National Guards, who had
entered it in 1791 as volunteers, and it had been thrown into
disorder by the emigration of most of the officers,
In the earlier engagements in Belgium, the French troops broke
up without striking a blow. The Prussian army advanced right
into Champagne, and its general published a manifesto, drawn up
by an tmigrt, threatening Paris with 'utter destruction' (subversion
totah]. The Assembly proclaimed 'the fatherland in danger' and
tried to enlist volunteers.
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